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c poshteens> in the larger towns up-country, where cheap European boots are preferred to open sandals on account of the cold.
There are few minerals of potential value commercially.
Rock-salt occurs plentifully at Salif. The flourishing salt works there are under the control of the Ottoman Public Debt.
Gold is said to occur, and no doubt did in ancient times, though most of it was brought by south Arabian traders from the Indies. An Imam of the eighteenth century tried to introduce a gold currency, but foreign gold coins had to be melted down to make it.
Copper and sulphur have been found scattered scantily over a wide area, but the sole available supply is imported now.
There is a certain amount of native iron, coarse in fibre, and brittle. The scarcity of fuel makes its smelting impracticable, for coal is only found in insignificant quantities, while wood fuel gets scarcer every year, owing to reckless deforestation, and hardly suffices for domestic purposes.
Among the hills round Sanaa fine stones are found, such as agate, chalcedony, onyx and cornelian.
Petroleum has long been known to exist in the Farsan Islands. A concession was granted to an Ottoman subject to work it, but, beyond experimental borings of doubtful issue, nothing was done before the Idrisi seized those islands in 1912. The Turkish flag again flies there now, and perhaps the opportunity may be taken of conducting more definite operations for oil. Whatever happens in Yamen, the Turks ought to be able to protect a working*party on Farsan group, unless